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The quest for better representation in federal contracting goes back to 1994 when Congress proposed
channeling 5 parcent of all zovernment conmracts to ed zmall busi It iz a goal that has
never been met. In 2000 President Clinton ordered the SBA to create a set-aside program -- similar to ones
for dizzblad veterans and small disadvantased businesses - that would earmark some contracts for woman
. After years of stumhles, missteps and a lawsutt leveled by the US. Women's Chamber of
the SBA finally contracted the FAND Corp. in 2008 to pmpom# the indushies where set-asides
might be needed

thgumeRANDcmﬂudedﬂlﬂwmwaem{geﬁngthmﬁnshm@dmhﬂsmﬁ:ﬂ
industies. However, the same study found that of the baselme were zll companies -- registered or not —
wmmhmmnmhh!m-mumdmﬁmdﬂcmm

That's 2 more accurate measure, said TS, Women's Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive Margot
Dieafiman, whe is clated to testify at Wadnesday's hearing.

“There are thousands of women-cwned finns that have attempted to do business, got discouraged and let
their CCF. [registration] drop,” she said. *"Tust because they are not registered doesn't mean they ave not
capakle”

Mercedes LaPorta owns Mercedes Electiic Supply in Madley and nuns one of the faw such women-ownad
companias in the nation. In busimess for 28 years and with anmual zales of $25 million, LaPerta has been
abla to score state and local confracts but has never won a fadaral deal despite bidding on dozans sinca the
1950,

“This hazn't stoppad me from zome after sovemment contracts, but [ am getting abzolutely nowhare " she
said. Fecently she signed up to be a subcontractor through heavyweight Halliburton. " That's how I'm
trying to get moy foot in the door.”

Taddeo, of LanguzgeSpeak, said she has found the govermment contracting avena daunting. "They say
mrpmal:e}\nmcalsdlﬁ:uﬂtudﬂalmtb,bulmway the government i roweh more diffienlt," she said.
"It shouldn't be that way; I expect more from Amsrica”
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Small Business Administration plan angers women

For years women business owners have been waiting for an SBA proposal that
would give them a fair share of government contracts. Now they're wondering why
it took so long to produce a rule that does so little.
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For seven year: women enfrepransurs waited for the Small Business Administration fo issue amling they
hopad would give them a fair eut of fadaral contrzets. While wemen owm a2 third of all busmesses, they
1eceived just 3.4 percent of U.S. govemment deals n 2005,

So, when the SBA ammounced a long-delayed proposal last month, it should have been reason for women to
cheer. Tt wasn't.

The SBA found that women only need additions] help in zatting confracts m four of 140 industries: motor

T don't know how many kitch tha fadaral gor buys, but come on, where ave the big budget
iters?” asked Annette Tadrhn,thz dnefmm\ienfhﬁamslanguzgzslje* which provides
interpretation and 1 s,

Taddeo said she has competed for about 10 fadaral contracts and never received one. " Wea are leaving a biz
piece of tha pie out there because the govermment deesnt raally have 2 program to help women gat
confracts. We haven't been part of the zames "

On Wednesday the House Small Business Committee is hoping to find out why it tock so long for the SBA
to come up with a rule that seems to do se hitle to address the inequity. Thmlspmhcn]mly)mpmlzm
in Florida, where woemen owm 40 percent of all privately held companies by some estimates.

"SBA's proposzl should be scrapped,” said Small Business Committes Chairwoman MNyvdia Velazquez, D-
NY." Hm*uﬁgbhhﬁstbmSpamtufﬂnlﬂmiﬂJmmedmﬂbmms

amlm}ylbusemohslmm A like caba and mz. Seven years is a long time
to wait for imp! espactally when the result is 3 proposed program that shuts out most of the
entreprensws it was specifically desizned to help.”

The rule iz opan to public comment through February and could become effactive by the fall of 2009,
'Hﬁegmmmmﬂumﬂmamthmzﬁtmaﬁudgrmpmammnmmuﬁ!m
mstification for worked

others, there has to be a sufficient deing s0,” the SBA wrote. "5BA has closely
with the Dapartment of ustice to consider the constitutional ramifications.”




